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Moving towards Early Learning Goals 



Reading

ELG:
Children read and understand simple sentences. 

They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read 

them aloud accurately.  

They also read some common irregular words. 

They demonstrate understanding when talking with others 

about what they have read.

Decoding

Fluency

Comprehension

Enjoyment



Reading in Reception

• Phonics, phonics and more phonics!!

• Developing sight vocabulary

• Developing comprehension skills

• Reading and enjoying a range of books

• Awareness of capital letters and when to 

use them appropriately e.g. not when 

sounding out



Phonics 
Your child will need:  

• A fluent knowledge of the sound cards, front and back 

 Recall of the shape from memory to read and write 

 The ability to blend sounds to read words 

cat   and
 Following learning the 26 alphabet sounds children will learn 

associated sound groups 

ship      church



Developing Sight Vocabulary 

Green Words – regular and blendable high 

frequency words 

at, as, if, it, mum, dad
Flash cards, matching games, make the words 

from phonics cards

Can you spot them in your reading book?



Developing Sight Vocabulary 

Red Words – High frequency words which 

cannot be blended 

I, no, go, to, the, into, was

Flash cards, matching games

Can you spot them in your reading book?



Capital Letters
 Introduced following the letter sounds

 Known as the letter NAMES as opposed to the SOUNDS 

 Part of the Early Learning Goal 

 Used in forming correct sentences 



Early Reading

Captions and ditties to develop 

phonics and blending skills 

Early reading books which are 

easily decodable 



Developing Comprehension Skills

What is Floppy dreaming about?

What are the children celebrating? 

How many candles can you see on the cake?

What animals can Floppy see?

Using the pictures in books supports children’s contextual 

knowledge and helps inform what will be read.  

At school we will often discuss the pictures before reading the 

text on a page.  Staff will question children to draw out key 

information.  Modelling inference and deduction skills which will 

follow.  



Writing 

ELG: 
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways 

which match their spoken sounds. 

They also write some irregular common words. 

They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves 

and others. 

Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically 

plausible.



Huge links to reading!!
Your child will need:  

 Rapid recall of letter sounds and sound groups 

 Ability to write the letter sounds 

 Ability to segment – work out the sounds in the words they 

wish to write 

 Rapid recall of green and red words 

 Good knowledge of stories and life experiences to draw on 

 To be able to vocalise thoughts 







Why Cursive Script?

To develop fluent, legible, 

joined handwriting. 

Introducing Cursive Script





Every letter starts from the line!
• Introduced gradually 

• Linked to existing sound cards 

• Supports learning requirements in Key Stage One 



Development of cursive writing …

Don’t worry if your child’s writing looks scruffy at first!



Mathematics

ELG: Numbers

• Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place 

them in order and say which number is one more or one less 

than a given number. 

• Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two 

single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the 

answer. 

• They solve problems, including doubling, halving and 

sharing.



Maths in Reception 

• Learning and practising key number facts-use of 

practical resources

• Ordering numbers  

• Using the language of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’.

• Saying what is one more and one less than a given 

number. 



Maths in Reception 

Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract 

two single-digit numbers and count on or back to 

find the answer

2+2 =



Maths in Reception 

Solving problems including doubling, halving and sharing.



Maths in Reception

ELG:  They explore characteristics of everyday objects and 

shapes and use mathematical language to describe them

Shape, Space & Measures



Use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, 

position, distance, time and money



Assessment
There is no formal assessment in Reception 

Staff work with children during planned 

activities and practical tasks and monitor their 

response to each task

or observe children’s activity, skills and language 

through their  in play 



Assessment information
• Staff summarise their findings termly or half termly and 

update your child EYFS profile sheet accordingly.  Fitting 

them into the appropriate age band in each of the 17 areas 

of learning.  This information helps us to set your child’s 

next steps and target our teaching for them.   



Is shared with you: 

• Via your child’s Tapestry account

• In reading record books

• At parents evenings in October 

and March  

• End of year report and 

information on ELG 

Assessment information



Beyond ELG? 



• You will get chance to discuss how your child is 

progressing during parent consultations in a few 

weeks

• As with all aspects of life there will always be children 

who for a variety of reasons find some aspects more 

difficult than others or meet them earlier or later 

than peers

• We aim to support all children in making sure that 

they are progressing well within their own comfort  

zone and that they remain happy and confident



How can parents help?



Homework

• Reading books/captions/sounds/words to 

learn  will be sent home weekly

• Books or ditties will be changed when there 

is evidence in the yellow reading record that 

children have practised at home.

• We aim to change books 3 times a week, 

usually a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

Additionally a piece of number or writing work 

linked to topic as part of weekly



How you can help at home …



How can parents help?

Handwriting

Please ensure that your child is using our handwriting 

scheme to form their letters correctly. 

They should be using entry and exit strokes for all 

lower case letters. 

Once these have been mastered, children should be 

joining their handwriting.  



Further Information



Thank you for your 

continued support


