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Key Requirements of the New National Curriculum

Reading

Decoding

Fluency

Comprehension

Enjoyment



Reading in Year 3

• Fluency and accuracy of reading.

• Range of decoding strategies: not just phonics.

• Developing further comprehension skills.

• Reading and enjoying a range of books: non-fiction as 

well as fiction-reading across the curriculum.



Reading in Year 4

• Developing pace and reading stamina.

• Quick decoding of unfamiliar words.

• Developing further comprehension skills.

• Reading by choice: beginning to develop preferences 

in terms of genres and authors.

• Reading for research purposes across the curriculum.



Developing Comprehension Skills

Using scanning techniques to 

quickly find the answers to 

questions.

For example, locating numbers, 

using sub-headings or 

skimming text for key words.

When was hunting banned in Kenya?



Developing Comprehension Skills

Why is the word 

‘through’ written in 

the shape it is?



Developing Comprehension Skills

Tell me 3 things you have learnt about the character so far.

Pick out the main events in the story.

Can you think of 5 facts about camping that you learnt from the 

text?



Developing Comprehension Skills

Which word/s tells us that the car was moving very 

quickly?

Find a word that means the same as walk.

Which words tell you that the farmer was happy?



Developing Comprehension Skills

Why do you think…..?

How do you know….?

Why do you think he was smiling as he sat down?

Using what they have read to help them:

‘Because he thinks his day 
will be easy. He’s a bit lazy 
and he thinks he’s got lots 

of time.’



Developing Comprehension Skills

Why do you think…..?

How do you know….?

Why do you think he carried on waving until they were 

out of sight?
After re-reading the section:

‘Because his last link 
with home was 

nearly gone and he 
wanted to make it 

last longer.’



Key Requirements of the New National Curriculum

Writing

Spelling

Grammar

Punctuation

Meaningful and 

interesting.



Writing in Year 3

We want our Year 3 children to:

Write clear sentences using capital letters, full stops, ? and ! 

accurately.

Use their knowledge of common exception words to spell 

these words mostly correctly. 

Use commas in lists and apostrophes correctly.

Write narrative and non-narrative in sequenced paragraphs.

Edit their writing to increase its accuracy.





Writing in Year 4

We want our Year 4 children to:

Write sustained pieces which include sequenced paragraphs.

Use capital letters, ? ! ’ and full stops mostly correctly.

Use their knowledge of common exception words to spell these 

words mostly correctly. 

Use commas to separate adverbials.

Write sentences with more than one clause.

Have accurate use of tenses and grammar through editing.





Grammar in Year 3 and 4



These sentences have more than one clause. Each have 
a main clause and a subordinate clause. Can you spot 

the subordinate clauses in each?



Adverbials give information about ‘when’, ‘where’, 
‘how’, ‘how often’. 



Key Requirements of the New National Curriculum

Maths

Arithmetic

Maths fluency

Problem-solving

Reasoning



Maths in Year 3

Developing effect written methods require number fluency.



Maths in Year 3

Applying knowledge of number facts to problems.



Maths in Year 3

Explaining how you know.



Maths in Year 4

Using near numbers

99    1001    9      11
Rounding

Using times table facts

7 X 7 = 49

70 X 7 = 490

70 X 70 = 4900



Maths in Year 4

Applying knowledge of number facts and calculations to 

problems.



Maths in Year 4

Explaining how you know and providing reasons for 

answers or methods.



How are children assessed in Reading, Writing and 

Maths at the end of Year 3 and 4?

• Teacher assessment main tool.

• Termly PUMA/PIRA tests.

• PM Benchmarking.



Teacher Assessment





Further Information



How can parents help?



Handwriting

CAPTAIN COOK PRIMARY SCHOOL HANDWRITING SCHEME

a b c d e f g h i j k l m 
n o p q r s t u v w x y z

A B C D E F G H I J K L M 
N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

A copy has been included in your information pack.



How can parents help?

Handwriting
Please ensure that your child is using our handwriting scheme 

to form their letters correctly. 

They should be using entry and exit strokes for all lower case 

letters. 

Capital letters do not need entry or exit strokes.

All writing should be joined and completed in blue pen.



How can parents help?

Spellings

By the end of Key Stage 1, children are expected to 

know how to spell all the Year 1 and Year 2 common 

exception words, and to use these correctly in their 

writing.  

In Year 3 and Year 4 children are expected to know 

how to spell the spellings in the spelling list for Year 3 

and 4 as set out by the government.



How can parents help?

Spellings

In Year 3 and in Year 4, children will be sent 

home with a spelling list.  These will focus 

on: 

• The spellings taken from the New 

Curriculum Year 3 and Year 4 Spelling 

List.

• Spelling rules we are covering in school.



How can parents help?

Spellings

They are sent home on a 

‘Look, Say, Cover, Write, 

Check’ sheet for you to 

practise with them over the 

course of the week.

We will test the children 

weekly on these.



How can parents help?

Spellings

When the children are writing, please encourage 

them to use the spelling list provided to help 

them spell these words correctly in their writing.

This is vital for them to meet the End of Year 

Age Related Expectation!



How can parents help?

Reading

Children will be sent home with a 

reading book and their reading 

record.  Please ensure that you 

are reading regularly with your 

child: ideally nearly every night, 

but at least 3 times a week.

Please sign reading at home in 

the reading record book.  



How can parents help?

Reading

There is a strong focus on comprehension and 

understanding of the text.  Therefore, as well as 

listening to your child read, please ask them a 

variety of questions to check their understanding. 

It would be very helpful if you could record these 

questions, and their responses, in the reading 

record book.



How can parents help?
Maths

Children need to continue to have a good grasp of the basic math concepts. 

By the end of Year 3, they need to:

• Count read and write numbers to 1000 in numbers and words.

• Find 10 or 100 more or less than any number.

• Recall and use the multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 

times tables. (They should know the 2, 5 and 10 times tables by the end 

of year 2.)

• Compare and order fractions with the same denominator.

• Tell the time on 12 hour analogue and 12 hour and 24 hour digital 

clocks.

• Identify angles more and less than a right angle.



How can parents help?

Maths
Children need to continue to have a good grasp of the basic math 

concepts.  

By the end of Year 4, they need to:

• Add or subtract 1000 to any number.

• Know the times table facts and the related division facts to 12 

X 12

• Tell the time to nearest 1 minute

• Count up and down in tenths and hundreths

• Recognise decimal equivalents to ¼, ½ and 3/4



How can parents help?

Maths

We have included the school calculation policy 

to help with the methods we use for calculating.



• Weekly homework in Year 3 and Year 4;

• Reading X 3

• Spellings

• Times Tables

How can parents help?

Written Homework



How can parents help?

Written Homework

• In addition, from the second half of the term, we 

will be setting one piece of written homework.

• This will be grammar, comprehension, maths skills, 

or topic research work that will support our 

learning in the classroom.

• Please support your child if they need it, but don’t do it for them!

• It is really useful to note down how much help they needed.



How can parents help?

Homework

Please make sure your child:

• Includes the date and title which should be underlined in pencil.

• Writes in pencil or blue pen.

• Uses best joined handwriting.

• Uses basic punctuation correctly – capital letters (including proper 

nouns). ? !

• Spell words from the Spelling List Years 3 and 4 correctly

• Sounds out harder words carefully

• Edits their work with you at the end, checking they have done all these 

things.  

• Shows pride in their work.

This is a really valuable opportunity to work together with your child on a 

skill they will need to be able to do independently in school.





Thank you for your continued support


