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Key Requirements of the New National Curriculum

Reading

Fluency

Stamina

Comprehension

Enjoyment



Reading in Year 5

• Reading age-appropriate texts with ease-reading stamina.

• Wide range of comprehension skills.

• Reading, discussing and enjoying a wide range of books; 

have clear preferences. 

• Reading across the curriculum.



Reading in Year 6

• Reading age-appropriate texts with ease and at a 

suitable pace-stamina.

• Wide range of comprehension skills.

• Reading, discussing and enjoying a wide range of 

books; have clear preferences. 

• Reading across the curriculum.



Developing Comprehension Skills

Using scanning techniques to quickly find the answers to 

questions.

For example, locating numbers, using sub-headings or skimming 

text for key words.

Give two reasons why…..

Write down three things that you are told about….

What was revealed at the end of the story?



Developing Comprehension Skills

Looking at language and why it has been chosen linked to 

the effect it creates.

Ripples of water fanned out behind them as they 

crossed the glassy surface of the lake. 

Give two impressions this gives you of the 

water.



Developing Comprehension Skills

Reading between the lines-consider what they have read to 

help them make and explain their inferences.

In what ways might Martine’s character appeal 

to many readers?



Developing Comprehension Skills

Using what they have read to make reasoned predictions.

Do you think that Mauritus will change her 

behaviour on future giraffe rides? Explain your 

reasoning.



Developing Comprehension Skills

Read and show they understand the overall meaning/gist of 

what they have read.

Below are some summaries of different 

paragraphs from this text. Number them 1-6 

to show the order in which they appear in the 

text.



Developing Comprehension Skills

Good range of vocabulary-know and understand the 

meaning of words.

Find and copy a word meaning relatives 

from long ago.

Which word most closely matches the 

meaning of the word rival?



Key Requirements of the New National Curriculum

Writing

Spelling

Grammar

Punctuation

Range of purpose and 

styles.



Writing in Year 5

We want our Year 5 children to:

Write at an appropriate pace.

Use their knowledge of common exception words to spell 

these words mostly correctly. 

Use a variety of clauses and adverbials to add interest as 

well as clarify meaning.

Use commas in lists and to separate clauses and phrases.

Write for a range of purpose using sequenced paragraphs.

Edit their writing to increase its accuracy.





Writing in Year 6

We want our Year 6 children to:

Write at an appropriate pace.

Use their knowledge of common exception words to spell these words 

mostly correctly. 

Use a variety of clauses and adverbials to add interest as well as clarify 

meaning-alter the position of these in sentences.

Use commas, inverted commas and brackets, with some use of semi-colons 

and colons.

Write for a range of purpose using sequenced paragraphs.

Edit their writing to increase its accuracy-grammar, punctuation and 

spelling.





Grammar in Year 5 and 6









Key Requirements of the New National Curriculum

Maths

Arithmetic

Maths fluency

Problem-solving

Reasoning



Maths in Year 5

Developing effect written methods require number fluency.

Confident use of methods, including estimation and inverse 

checking.



Maths in Year 5

Applying knowledge of number facts to problems.



Maths in Year 5

Explaining how you know.



Maths in Year 6

Using number facts and calculation methods with speed and 

accuracy.



Maths in Year 6

Applying knowledge of number facts and calculations to 

problems.



Maths in Year 6

Explaining how you know and providing reasons for answers 

or methods.



How are children assessed in Reading, Writing and 

Maths at the end of Year 5 and 6?

• Teacher assessment main tool.

• Termly PUMA/PIRA tests.

• PM Benchmarking.

• Y6 SAT Tests-further meeting to come.



Teacher Assessment





Further Information



How can parents help?



Handwriting

CAPTAIN COOK PRIMARY SCHOOL HANDWRITING SCHEME

a b c d e f g h i j k l m 
n o p q r s t u v w x y z

A B C D E F G H I J K L M 
N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

A copy has been included in your information pack.



How can parents help?

Handwriting
Please ensure that your child is using our handwriting scheme 

to form their letters correctly. 

They should be using entry and exit strokes for all lower case 

letters. 

Capital letters do not need entry or exit strokes.

All writing should be joined and completed in blue pen.



How can parents help?

Spellings

By the end of Key Stage 2, children are expected to 

know how to spell all the Year 5 and Year 6 common 

exception words, and to use these correctly in their 

writing as set out by the government.



How can parents help?

Spellings

In Year 5 and in Year 6, children will be sent 

home with a spelling list.  These will focus 

on: 

• The spellings taken from the New 

Curriculum Year 5 and Year 6 Spelling 

List.

• Spelling rules we are covering in school.



How can parents help?

Spellings

They are sent home on a 

‘Look, Say, Cover, Write, 

Check’ sheet for you to 

practise with them over the 

course of the week.

We will test the children 

weekly on these.



How can parents help?

Spellings

When the children are writing, please encourage 

them to use the spelling list provided to help 

them spell these words correctly in their writing.

This is vital for them to meet the End of Year 

Age Related Expectation!



How can parents help?

Reading

Children will be sent home with a 

reading book and their reading 

record.  Please ensure that you 

are reading regularly with your 

child: ideally nearly every night, 

but at least 3 times a week.

Please sign reading at home in 

the reading record book.  



How can parents help?

Reading

There is a strong focus on comprehension and 

understanding of the text.  Therefore, as well as 

listening to your child read, please ask them a 

variety of questions to check their understanding. 

It would be very helpful if you could record these 

questions, and their responses, in the reading 

record book.



How can parents help?
Maths

Children need to continue to have a good grasp of the basic math concepts. 

By the end of Year 5, they need to:

• Read and write numbers up to 100 000 in numerals and words.

• Count forwards or backwards in steps of 10, 100 and 1000 up to 100 000.

• Add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits, using formal 

written methods.

• Compare and order fractions finding the lowest common denominator 

when necessary.

• Write a percentage as a fraction and a decimal fraction.

• Convert between different units of metric measurements.

• Estimate and compare acute, obtuse and reflex angles.



How can parents help?

Maths
Children need to continue to have a good grasp of the basic math 

concepts.  

By the end of Year 6, they need to:

• Read and write numbers up to 10 000 000 and determine the value of 

each digit.

• Add and subtract mentally, including mixed operations, using efficient 

methods.

• Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a two- digit whole number using the 

formal written method of long multiplication.

• Solve problems and reason about fractions, decimals and percentages.

• Use mathematical reasoning to find missing angles.



How can parents help?

Maths

We have included the school calculation policy 

to help with the methods we use for calculating.



• Weekly homework in Year 5 and Year 6;

• Reading X 3

• Spellings

• Times Tables 

How can parents help?

Written Homework



How can parents help?

Written Homework

• In addition, the children will have another piece of 

written homework to complete each week in their 

red homework books.

• It is linked to grammar, comprehension, maths 

skills, or topic research work that will support our 

learning in the classroom.

• Please support your child if they need it, but don’t do it for them!

• It is really useful to note down how much help they needed.



How can parents help?

Homework

Please make sure your child:

• Includes the date and title which should be underlined in pencil.

• Writes in pencil or blue pen.

• Uses best joined handwriting.

• Uses basic punctuation correctly – capital letters (including proper 

nouns). ? !

• Spell words from the Spelling List Years 3 and 4 correctly

• Sounds out harder words carefully

• Edits their work with you at the end, checking they have done all these 

things.  

• Shows pride in their work.

This is a really valuable opportunity to work together with your child on a 

skill they will need to be able to do independently in school.





The Learning Zone

Year 5 and 6 have an 

opportunity to use this

Area during Thursday or 
Friday lunchtime.



Thank you for your continued support


